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Having lived half my life in Japan and half in the United
States, it saddens me to see that most people in both

countries remain monolingual - - or rather, that they
have no desire, or no confidence, to become

multilingual.” This is sad, because | have seeninmy |

own life, and in the lives of people | know, just how
rich and fulfilling life can become simply by speaking
more than one language. Not only does it enable you

. to communicate with people from other cultures, but
| believe that it also improves your own thinking ability. =
I'am grateful to Yo Sakakibara, Hippo Family Club, =

~ and Torakare for encouraging so many people around

the world, young and old, to break through the

. so-called language barrier, thereby enriching their
. lives and their brain power too! Congratulations on

your first thirty years of wonderful, inspiring
multilingual activities, and may you continue for many
more. Alan Gleason
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To Lex / Hippo Members

Lex / Hippo renews my hope and belief

in humankind. Through multilingualism

we connect with everyone in the world.

Best wishes always. Suzanne Flynn
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To Yo and Lex Hippo Japan

| am delightful to learn of the exciting
developments in your work and the
enormous progress since | had the
pleasure of witnhessing some of the
early steps in this remarkable program.
Best wishes for even more exciting

days that lie ahead. Norm Chomsky
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